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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-17 are pending in this application. 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of claims 1-3 and 9-10 in the reply filed on 
March 6, 2007 is acknowledged. Claims 4-8 and 11-17 are withdrawn from 
consideration. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yap, et al., U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2001/0033736 (Reference A of the attached PTO- 
892) in view of Agnihotri, et al., U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2002/0081090 (Reference B of the 
attached PTO-892). 

4. As per claim 1 , Yap, et al. teaches a method of preventing a duplicate recording 
of a broadcasting program, comprising: (a) before entering a recording mode, reading 
additional information corresponding to a to-be-recorded broadcasting program from an 
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additional information storing unit 0131), the additional information including title 
information and summary information fl| 0131); (b) searching a recording unit and 
determining whether the recording unit stores title information corresponding to the to- 
be-recorded broadcasting program (U 01 33); (c) if the title information corresponding to 
the to-be-recorded broadcasting program is detected from the recording unit in 
operation (b), comparing summary information included in the additional information 
read in operation (a) with that stored in the recording unit in connection with the 
detected title information (fl 0134); and entering the recording mode to enable recording 
of the to-be-recorded broadcasting program on the recording unit fl| 01 39). Yap, et al. 
does not teach calculating a correspondence ratio; comparing the correspondence ratio 
calculated in operation (c) with a predetermined reference value, and if the 
correspondence ratio is less than the predetermined reference value, entering the 
recording mode to enable recording of the to-be-recorded broadcasting program on the 
recording unit. Agnihotri, et al. teaches calculating a correspondence ratio (fl 0058); 
comparing the correspondence ratio calculated in operation (c) with a predetermined 
reference value (fl 0060), and if the correspondence ratio is less than the predetermined 
reference value, recording of the program on the recording unit fl| 0063). It would have 
been prima facie obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
incorporate calculating a correspondence ratio; comparing the correspondence ratio 
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calculated in operation (c) with a predetermined reference value, and if the 
correspondence ratio is less than the predetermined reference value, recording of the 
program on the recording unit into the method taught by Yap, et al. in order to match 
already-recorded programs (as taught by Agnihotri, et al., 0057). Agnihotri, et al. 
teaches that the comparison occurs after recording has already begun but does not 
teach the comparison occurs before recording; however Yap, et al. teaches the 
comparison occurring before recording begins fl| 0133). 

5. As per claim 2, Yap, et al. in view of Agnihotri, et al. teaches the method of claim 
1 as described above. Yap, et al. further teaches the title information includes sub-title 
information (H 0131). 

6. As per claim 3, Yap, et al. in view of Agnihotri, et al. teaches the method of claim 
1 as described above. Yap, et al. further teaches producing a message informing that 
there is a broadcasting program already recorded in the recording unit, which 
broadcasting program may be identical to the to-be-recorded broadcasting program fl| 
0133). Agnihotri, et al. further teaches determining whether or not to take action if the 
correspondence ratio is greater than the predetermined reference value in operation (d) 
(H 0060). It would have been prima facie obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention to incorporate determining whether or not to take action if the 
correspondence ratio is greater than the predetermined reference value in operation 
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into the method taught by Yap, et al. in view of Agnihotri, et al. because using a 
correspondence ratio is one way to determine if a program has already been recorded 
(as taught by Agnihotri, et al., Iffl 0055-58). 

7. As per claim 9, Yap, et al. teaches a method of preventing duplicate recording of 
a broadcasting program, comprising: (a) before executing a recording command, 
reading additional information corresponding to a to-be-recorded broadcasting program 
from an additional information storing unit fl|0131), the additional information including 
title information fl| 0131); (b) searching a recording unit and determining whether the 
recording unit stores title information corresponding to the to-be-recorded broadcasting 
program (fl 0133); and (c) if the title information corresponding to the to-be-recorded 
broadcasting program is detected from the recording unit in operation (b), halting the 
recording (fl 0135). Yap, et al. does not explicitly teach that the halting of the recording 
is done by ignoring the recording command. Agnihotri, et al. teaches the halting of the 
recording is done by ignoring the recording command (U 0062). It would have been 
prima facie obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
incorporate the halting of the recording is done by ignoring the recording command into 
the method taught by Yap, et al. in order to prevent re-recording of the same program 
(as taught by Agnihotri, et al., fl0017). 
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8. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yap, et 
al. in view of Agnihotri, et al. as applied to claim 9 above, in further view of Kanemitsu, 
U.S. Pat. No. 6,854,127 (Reference C of the attached PTO-892). 

9. As per claim 10, Yap, et al. in view of Agnihotri, et al. teaches the method of 
claim 9 as described above. Yap, et al. in view of Agnihotri, et al. does not teach the 
title information includes information on a sequence number of the to-be-recorded 
broadcasting program. Kanemitsu teaches the title information includes information on 
a sequence number of the to-be-recorded broadcasting program (column 5, lines 54- 
61). It would have been prima facie obvious to one having ordinary. skill in the art at the 
time of invention to incorporate the title information includes information on a sequence 
number of the to-be-recorded broadcasting program into the method taught by Yap, et 
al. in view of Agnihotri, et al. because sequence information is used to identify specific 
content (as taught by Kanemitsu, column 2, lines 50-53). 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Hassell, et al., U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 20040128685 (Reference D of 
the attached PTO-892) teaches an interactive television program guide system with 
digital storage that allows the user to manage and maintain a user media library. 
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1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel P. Vetter whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1366. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 8am 
to 6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on (571) 272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




